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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]NOTE: The NTAA recommends that you begin your Tribe’s comment letter with introductory remarks regarding the signatory’s position with the Tribe. The more individualized the letter, the greater its potential impact. Feel free to add your own arguments or specific stories that will make this educational for the EPA. Be sure to replace all the highlighted text. 

The comment deadline is September 9, 2024.  Your comment letter can be submitted electronically to the Federal Rulemaking Portal. https://www.regulations.gov/ OR email to a-and-r-Docket@epa.gov using Docket No. ID EPA-HQ-OAR-2003-0156

                    									Date
 
Honorable Administrator 
Michael S. Regan
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
Docket Center, OAR
Mail Code 28221T                       
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20460

Submitted via email to a-and-r-docket@epa.gov

Re: [INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE] comments on The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Proposed Standards of Performance for New Stationary Sources (NSPS) and Emission Guidelines for Existing Sources: Other Solid Waste Incineration Units Revisions to Definitions 
Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2003-0156

 
Dear Honorable Administrator Regan,

The [INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE] is pleased to submit this letter to provide comments on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposed rule on The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Proposed Standards of Performance for New Stationary Sources (NSPS) and Emission Guidelines for Existing Sources: Other Solid Waste Incineration Units Revisions to Definitions Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2003-0156.

[Insert Tribe’s background information]

[INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE] acknowledges the addition of the definition of rudimentary combustion sources to the NSPS and emissions guidelines to the Other Solid Waste Incineration Rules.   [INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE] acknowledges that the proposed changes are a response to input from the State of Alaska, Alaska Native Villages, and other rural Tribes in the previous 2020 proposal to the OSWI rule. [INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE] also acknowledges that EPA is not currently undertaking regulation of these sources at this time. [INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE] also understands that the EPA is deferring regulation at this time. [INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE], however, understands that adding the definition of rudimentary combustion sources to the OSWI rule will require regulation of these sources in 2025.  

[INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE] does not support the proposal to add the definition of rudimentary combustion sources to the OSWI rules currently. As an alternative, [INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE] strongly encourages the EPA to actively engage with impacted Villages to collect the information needed to draft a future regulation without changing the definition at this time.   [INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE] agrees that EPA may regulate these sources in the future, but the definition does not need to change prior to any regulatory proposal. 

It is unclear to [INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE]  why EPA is proposing this definition change when it could instead conduct an advanced notice of proposed rulemaking and ask for the additional data requested in the current proposal. [INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE] is concerned that prematurely changing the definition puts the EPA on track for developing regulations without the appropriate data. Instead, the EPA should work with the Alaska Tribes to actively collect the data EPA seeks, as well as other information such as community concerns, practices, and Traditional Ecological Knowledge, that should be considered in the regulatory development.  The EPA should also recognize that these communities have very limited resources to assemble the information, and some Tribes have concerns about sharing information about their communities.  As a result, the EPA will need to provide resources to Tribes to collect the information and should consult with individual Tribes as they are moving forward.  

In addition, in considering future regulations, the EPA must consider not only important environmental concerns generated from these sources, but also the potential unintended consequences of any future regulation.  In establishing regulation for existing sources, the EPA must not force communities with few resources to purchase commercially available combustion devices. The EPA also acknowledges potential negative consequences of the future regulation when it states that the regulations could impact current Tribal burn practices and incentivize communities to revert to open burning, degrading air quality and causing health, safety, and financial risks, which the EPA notably used as a rationale for deferring the regulation. 

In closing, [INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE] appreciates the opportunity to submit this comment and looks forward to further work with EPA on this important issue. [Tribe may want to ask for consultation on the rule if appropriate]. If you have any questions or require clarification, please do not hesitate to contact [Contact Name] at [Email].

[INSERT NAME AND SIGNATURE OF TRIBAL LEADERSHIP HERE]

CC Regional EPA Office Project Officer
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