National Tribal Air Association (NTAA) Template Cover Letter to 
USEPA about the Inflation Reduction Act for Six Open Dockets
[bookmark: _Hlk90380873]NOTE — NTAA recommends that you personalize this cover letter and then attach your Tribe’s full comment letter on the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) or, if you have not already submitted one, the NTAA’s December 15, 2022 comment letter on the IRA (available from Carolyn Kelly at NTAA, Carolyn.kelly@nau.edu). The more individualized the cover letter, the greater its potential impact. Feel free to add your own arguments or specific stories that will make this educational for the EPA. Be sure to replace all the highlighted text with your own text. The comment deadline is January 18, 2023. EPA is requesting information in six different dockets. NTAA thinks it will be helpful if EPA hears from as many Tribes as possible in each of the dockets.
Your comment letter can be submitted via the Federal eRulemaking Portal: www.regulations.gov, under the following dockets. NTAA plans to submit a cover letter along with its earlier letter on the IRA in all six dockets.
Docket ID: EPA-HQ-OAR-2022-0873 (Climate pollution reduction grants)
Docket ID: EPA-HQ-OAR-2022-0874 (Transportation programs)
Docket ID: EPA-HQ-OAR-2022-0875 (Methane emissions reduction program)
Docket ID: EPA-HQ-OAR-2022-0876 (Funding to address air pollution)
Docket ID: EPA-HQ-OAR-2022-0877 (Funding for Implementation of American Innovation and Manufacturing (AIM) Act)
Docket ID: EPA-HQ-OAR-2022-0878 (Low Emissions Electricity Program and GHG Corporate Reporting)

[Date]
Janet G. McCabe
Deputy Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Washington, DC 20460

Subject:  Request for Information – [Paste Relevant EPA Docket IDs and descriptions from above]
Dear Administrator McCabe:
[Tribal Name here] is excited about the many opportunities afforded Tribes by the EPA programs in the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) to address climate change, public health, and environmental injustice. As your agency moves forward in addressing this historic law, we are heartened by your invitation to Tribal Leaders to continue to participate in shaping implementation of the law. Each IRA initiative should identify how it addresses the long-standing needs of native people and the Earth’s environment with which we are intimately connected. 

For example, as EPA prepares to allocate the Methane Emissions Reduction Program grants and technical assistance to accelerate emissions reduction from petroleum and natural gas systems or the Climate Pollution Reduction Grants to facilitate greenhouse gas emissions reduction, we hope you will make Tribal infrastructure needs a priority and fund, for example, the additional local infrastructure to avoid methane waste and to appropriately cap abandoned and unused wells. It is also critical that IRA funds be used to support climate adaptation on Tribal lands and to fully fund Tribal air programs.

EPA must also ensure that the IRA’s financial and technical assistance complements rather than
duplicates other federal and state programs. We suggest that EPA should sponsor webinars and other technical assistance to bring potential partners - such as Native CDFIs and Native non-profits - to the table with Tribes to discuss the types of planning, programs, and projects eligible for funding. The EPA should also seek to engage other federal agencies for examples and support for efforts to promote partnerships between Tribes and non-profits, such as the new Interagency Community Investment Council and the DOI Office of Strategic Engagement. We urge the EPA to create an ombuds office specific for IRA that is accessible via multiple platforms and that quickly responds to Tribal questions as well as an IRA assistance center that supports Tribes preparing grant applications under the IRA. 

The IRA initiatives have significant potential to improve our health, environments, and lifeways. To realize this potential, we encourage EPA to exercise maximum flexibility and discretion in allocating IRA resources. [Insert Tribal Name Here] greatly appreciates your pro-active actions to engage Tribes in the exciting prospects afforded by the Inflation Reduction Act. Attached for your consideration as part of this EPA Docket [the National Tribal Air Association letter submitted in December 2022 AND/OR our letter submitted XXX] to EPA that responds to the agency’s earlier Tribal information request on the IRA.


Sincerely,

[Insert Tribal Name and Signatory Here]

Cc: Pat Childers, Senior Tribal Program Coordinator, OAR 
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