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A Joint Air Quality Conference 

Sponsored by: 

Institute for Tribal Environmental 

Professionals 

National Tribal Air Association 

U.S. EPA Office of Air and 

Radiation 

 

Introduction 
This report summarizes the 2022 National Tribal Forum on Air Quality (NTFAQ) and the 
National Tribal Air Association’s (NTAA) Annual Meeting held in person and virtually via 
Zoom.  This year’s NTFAQ was hosted by the Muscogee Nation, in Tulsa, OK at River Spirit 
Casino Resort from May 2-5, 2022. This report includes a narrative summary, data on NTFAQ 
attendees, lessons learned and several appendixes including: 
 

• Appendix A: Agenda of the 2022 NTAA Annual Meeting, 

• Appendix B: Agenda of the 2022 National Tribal Forum on Air Quality, 

• Appendix C: Summary of NTFAQ evaluations from the responses of NTFAQ 
attendees, and  

• Appendix D: Photos from the 2022 National Tribal Forum on Air Quality.  
 

 This year’s NTFAQ was the 15th year that ITEP and the NTAA co-sponsored the conference, 
and the 22nd year that ITEP has hosted the NTFAQ in general.  

 
This year’s conference agenda included offsite field trips, pre-conference trainings, general 
plenary sessions, breakout sessions, pre-forum social & soft kickoff, eco-cafe, the annual 
Virgil Masayesva Awards Ceremony, and the return of the Breath of Fresh Air Fun Run that 
raised $1,145.00 for the Muscogee Nation Youth Services.  
 
This year’s 2022 NTFAQ included 402 registered individuals, with 211 of those participants 
attending in-person, and 191 attending virtually. 114 Tribes and tribal organizations attended 

the NTFAQ either in-person or virtually with 96% of the conference participants that 
responded to the survey (57 out of 59) indicated that they were either “Highly Satisfied” or 
“Very Satisfied” with the 2022 NTFAQ.  Many participants highlighted the benefit of this 
year’s NTFAQ were breakout sessions and the ability to meet in-person and network. The 
participants enjoyed learning information useful for building their air quality programs from 
the over 50 presenters from Tribal, federal and local agencies, as well as non-profits, and 
other service providers.  
   
Based on the 59 anonymous attendee evaluations compiled by ITEP and included in 
Appendix C, this year’s NTFAQ was a great success. Many attendees noted an appreciation 
of the diversity and quality of the presenters, particularly the breakout sessions, networking 
roundtables, keynote speakers (opening and closing), and in general seeing people in-
person. Several of the agenda items that were well received by participants at this year’s 
NTFAQ included:  

• Tribes and Sovereignty – Tribal Caucus Session facilitated by Mike Natchees, Ute 
Tribe; Leroy Williams, GRIC 

• TAMS Center Services and Needs Assessment Result Presentation presented by 
Christopher Lee, TAMS Co-Director; Mike Natchees, Ute Tribe 

• American Rescue Plan (ARP): funding & respectful data sharing, trust, and use 
presented by Chet Wayland, EPA 
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• Networking Roundtable; OAR/ Tribal Air Programs/ Grants 

Tribes & Tribal Organizations Represented at the 2022 NTFAQ 

Absentee Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 

Aleut International Association 

Association of Village Council Presidents  

Big Pine Paiute Tribe 

Bishop Paiute Tribe 

Blue Lake Rancheria CCT Environmental Trust 

Caddo Nation 

Cahto Tribe of Laytonville 

Cherokee Nation Environmental Programs 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes 

Chippewa Cree 

Chitina Indian traditional council 

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, Environmental Protection Services 

Citizen Potawatomi Nation 

Coeur d' Alene Tribe Natural Resources 

Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes 

Confederated Tribes Umatilla Indian Reservation 

Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation 

Delaware Nation 

Elk Valley Rancheria 

Enterprise Rancheria 

Environmental Protection Department/Yavapai-Apache 

Fallon Paiute-Shoshone Tribe 

Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 

Forest County Potawatomi Community 

Fort Peck Assiniboine & Sioux Tribes 

Fort Sill Apache Tribe 

Gila River Indian Community 

Ho-Chunk Nation 

Holy Cross Tribe 
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Hoonah Indian Association 

Hoopa Valley Tribal EPA 

Inter-Tribal Council of Arizona 

Jamul Indian Village of California 

Kumeyaay Nation 

Kalispel Tribe 

Kasigluk traditional council 

Kaw Nation 

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 

Kickapoo Tribe in Kansas 

Kootenai Tribe of Idaho 

La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indian 

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 

Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshone Reservation 

Manzanita Band of the Kumeyaay Nation 

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 

Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 

Morongo Band of Mission Indians 

Muscogee Nation 

Narragansett Indian Tribe 

Native Of Village Paimiut 

Native Village of Afognak 

Native Village of Aniak 

Native Village of Barrow 

Native Village of Brevig Mission 

Native Village of Buckland 

Native Village of Kivalina 

Native Village of Kwinhagak 

Nez Perce Tribe 

Noorvik Native Community 

North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians 

Northern Ute Tribe 

Northwestern Band of the Shoshone Nation  
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Nunakauyak Traditional Council 

Orutsararmiut Native Council 

Otoe-Missouria Tribe of Indians 

Ottawa Tribe of Oklahoma 

Pala Band of Mission Indians Passamaquoddy Tribe 

Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians 

Pitkas Point Traditional Council 

Poarch Band of Creek Indians 

Ponca Tribe of Nebraska 

Port Graham Village Council 

Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation 

Pueblo of Zia 

Puyallup Tribe 

Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 

Quapaw Nation 

Quinault Indian Nation 

Rappahannock Tribe 

Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians 

Round Valley Indian Tribes 

Sac & Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in Iowa 

Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe 

Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian Community 

Santa Ana Pueblo 

Santa Rosa Rancheria 

Santa Ynez Band of Chumash 

Santee Sioux Nation 

Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 

Seneca Nation 

Shinnecock Nation 

Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate 

Sitka Tribe of Alaska 

Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians 

Southern Ute Indian Tribe 
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Spirit Lake Tribe 

Spokane Tribe of Indians  

Standing Rock Sioux Tribe DER/EPA 

Susanville Indian Rancheria 

Table Mountain Rancheria 

Tejon Indian Tribe 

The Tonkawa Tribe of Oklahoma 

Tule River Tribe 

Tuntutuliak Traditional Council 

United Keetoowah Band 

Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 

Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians 

White Mountain Apache Tribe 

Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska 

Yakama Nation 

Zuni Environmental Protection  

 

Other Organizations Represented at the 2022 NTFAQ 
 

A & M Engineering and Environmental Services, Inc. 

Agilaire 

Air Monitoring Technology Solutions 
Columbia University, Department of Environmental 

Health Sciences 

Environmental Defense Fund 

EN3 Professionals  

EPA Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards 

Green Roots 

Heritage University 

Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals 

MPCA Maine DEP-BAQ 

Met One Instruments Inc 

Minnesota Green Corps Service Member 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

Moms Clean Air Force 

NASA HAQAST 

National Tribal Air Association 
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National Park Service Open Environment Software 

Project Canary 

Tribal Exchange Group 

Teledyne API 

Tribal Air Monitoring Support (TAMS) Center 

Tribal Healthy Homes Network 

Tule River Indian Health Center, Inc 

U.S. EPA Region 3 

U.S. EPA Region 5 

U.S. EPA Region 10  

U.S. EPA/Burn Wise Program 

U.S. Geological Survey 

U.S. Government Accountability Office  

U.S. White House Representative 

U.S. EPA Office of Transportation and Air Quality 

USFS- Northern Research Station 

University of Washington 

Washington Department of Natural Resources 

Winslow Indian Health Care Center 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

Zon Architects, Inc 
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The 2022 NTAA Annual Meeting 
  

The National Tribal Air Association held its Annual Meeting on Tuesday, May 3, 2022. This 
meeting was attended by NTAA member Tribe representatives, USEPA officials and a few 
non-NTAA members who may be interested in joining NTAA. The agenda is attached as 
Appendix A.  
  
After opening remarks by the newly appointed NTAA Chairwoman Syndi Smallwood, NTAA’s 
Project Director Andy Bessler presented a brief staff report of NTAA’s activities, including 
NTAA Highlights, NTAA Policy Tools, and NTAA’s Work Moving Forward. In closing, the NTAA 
Chairwoman facilitated an open discussion by NTAA member Tribes.  
 
There was opportunity during the meeting for open discussion by NTAA member Tribes at 
the end of the agenda.  This was scheduled in order to provide opportunity for NTAA 
member Tribes’ representatives to ask questions or to share issues and concerns they may 
have relevant to their air quality programs. NTAA members were also provided a premiere 
screening of a film entitled, “NTAA’s 20th Anniversary Tribute.” The film can be found on 
NTAA’s “About Us” web page.  
 

Participant Feedback 
 

According to the data from a survey sent out to attendees after this year’s conference the 
2022 Hybrid NTFAQ was a great success due to many factors, including: 
 

• The cooperation of NTAA, ITEP, USEPA, and Tribal professionals to plan and execute 
the NTFAQ agenda 

• Various Breakout sessions offered that covered a variety of AQ topics 

• The field trips  

• The keynote speakers during the open and closing sessions  

• Networking Roundtables 

• Seeing people in-person  

• Alaska Climate Change Panel & Lunch  
 
Overall, most of this year’s attendees were either very satisfied or highly satisfied with the 
hybrid forum for this year's NTFAQ hosted by the Muscogee Nation in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
 
Provided below are some suggestions for improvement from participants that attended this 
year’s 2022 Hybrid NTFAQ: 

• ice breakers for each general session 

• increased number of tribal case studies 

• improvement of the Zoom management team for those that could not attend in-
person  

https://www.ntaatribalair.org/about-us/
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• a more diverse set of presentations 

• less EPA leads 

• more interaction at the eco café 

• not rush through the NTAA agenda  
 
Conducting this year's NTFAQ as a hybrid event offered Tribal Nations, EPA staff and others 
with limited resources to participate with other Tribes and Environmental Professional's in a 
meaningful manner. ITEP also offered travel scholarships to over 50 Tribal participants to 
help offset travel cost to attend NTFAQ.  Travel scholarships ranged from $500 to $1,500 
depending on need.   
 
One of the respondents mentioned, "I enjoyed getting to attend the conference in-person 
and feel like I am part of a group of people doing great work in their communities. To listen, 
hear, and see the presentations in-person are more meaningful and sends a powerful 
message." With another mentioning, "The ability to accommodate in-person and virtual 
venues is a great option for those who cannot attend in-person conferences.”   
 
Overall, this year’s hybrid NTFAQ was a success when considering this is the first in-person 
conference that ITEP, NTAA, EPA, and Tribal partners had since the beginning of the COVID-

19 Pandemic. The core function of NTFAQ continues to be networking and learning 
opportunities for both seasoned Tribal air professionals and those new to air quality. With 
continued partnership and collaboration among ITEP, NTAA, and USEPA, the next NTFAQ 
will undoubtedly continue to bring together Tribal air programs to promote air quality 
management, and the protection of public health in Indian country and surrounding areas 

for future generations.  

All recorded sessions from this year’s NTFAQ can be found at the following NAU ITEP media 
space channel:  2022 National Tribal Forum on Air Quality. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://mediaspace.nau.edu/channel/2022%2BNational%2BTribal%2BForum%2Bon%2BAir%2BQuality/256131513
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APPENDIX A: NTAA ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 
 

 

NATIONAL TRIBAL AIR ASSOCIATION 

Tuesday, MAY 3, 2022 

11:45 am – 1:15 pm 

1. Welcome and Introductions   

 Andy Bessler, NTAA Project Director           

a. NTAA Executive Committee Members  
b. NTAA Member Tribes  
c. NTAA Staff  
d. EPA Staff and Others  

 
2. Welcome        

a. Syndi Smallwood, NTAA Chairwoman  

b. Mission and Priorities: NTAA Officers; Brandy Toft, Vice Chair; Craig Kreman, 

Treasurer; Billie Toledo, Secretary          

 
3. NTAA Overview   

  

a. Overview of NTAA mission and policy work: 

 Syndi Smallwood, NTAA Chairwomen 

b. Key Findings of NTAA Baseline Needs Assessment: 

 Andy Bessler, NTAA Director  

 
4. NTAA’s 20th Anniversary Celebration          

 

5. NTAA member Tribe Feedback and Discussion  

 
6. Close                      

 
This year at the NTFAQ the NTAA annual meeting was open to all attendees in-person and 
virtual.  A recording of the NTAA annual meeting is available using this NTAA annual meeting 
link.    
 

https://mediaspace.nau.edu/media/NTAA+Annual+Meeting+%26+Luncheon/1_0r1aardc/256131513
https://mediaspace.nau.edu/media/NTAA+Annual+Meeting+%26+Luncheon/1_0r1aardc/256131513
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APPENDIX B: 2022 NTFAQ Conference Schedule 
All Times are Pacific Daylight Time (PDT) 
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APPENDIX C: Summary of NTFAQ Attendee Evaluations 
 From 59 Responses  

With Graphs and Participant Comments 
 

2022 NTFAQ Final Evaluation Report 
 

 

Q1 – Overall, how satisfied were you with the 2022 NTFAQ Virtual Conference?  
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Q2 – How did you participate in this year’s conference?  

 
 
Q3 – If you participated in the field trips, what was the best part?  
 

• N/A or Did not Attend (27)  

• History of the area  

• Butterfly Farm (11) 

• Learning about the conservation work at Euchee 

• Bee Farm  
 

Q4 – If you participated in the evening activities, share a highlight: 
 

•  N/A or Did not participate (9)  

• Awards Dinner (7) 

• The food, the fun, the interaction with people 

• Sharing stories and memories with new and old friends  

• Meeting Lindy Waters and playing climate change game  

• The story from Lyndie was very inspiring and the tribal teens who presented and 
performed during the award night  
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• First conference. I enjoyed the nice and kind people and hearing their stories. I like to 
learn new things. The Alaska talk was very interesting.  

• Muscogee youth talents  

• Meeting Lindy Waters III, Native American NBA player, and also the 
drummers/singers  

• Enjoyed meeting new airheads  

• Great networking opportunity  

• Seeing everyone! 

• Game night on the first day was fun  

• Drum Circle  

• The Muscogee youth council presentation  
 

 
Q5 - What were your TOP 3 favorites parts of the NTFAQ? 
 

 
1. Seeing people in-person (36 or 21.69%) 
2. Breakout Session (29 or 17.47%)  
3. Networking Roundtables (19 or 11.45%) 
4. Keynote Speakers (Opening and Closing Sessions) (18 o 10.84%) 
5. Alaska Climate Change Panel & Lunch (16 or 9.64%)  
6. Filed Trips (13 or 7.83%) 
7. NTAA Annual Meeting & Lunch (10 or 6.02%) 
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8. TAMS Center Virgil Masayesva Excellence Award (10 or 6.02%) 
9. Monday Pre-Conference Trainings (6 or 3.61%) 
10. Eco-Café (6 or 3.61%) 
11. Breath of Fresh Air Fun Run (3 or 1.81%) 

 
 
Q6 – Please rate this year’s venue 1 – 5 (5 being the highest)   
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Q7 – How easy was it to navigate Zoom for the sessions? 

 
 

Q8 – Do you plan to attend in-person next year?  
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Q9 – What topics were well covered at the NTFAQ?  
• Tribes and Sovereignty – Tribal Caucus was very informational  

• Air monitor updates  

• ARP Funding 

• Network Roundtables; OAR/Tribal Air Programs/ Grants  

• Air Quality issues related to wildfire smoke 

• Grants and Funding issues 

• Air Quality and Data logging 

• TEK and Sovereignty, climate change 

• Air Monitoring, specific needs for tribes 

• Enjoyed the classes on QREST, data logger communications, PFAS, and MET station 
calibrations 

•  Wildfire, cultural burns  

• New science/data sessions 

• EPA viewpoints 

• Ambient and indoor monitoring and equipment 

• Mining & Drilling’s environmental impacts, Wildfire smoke hazards 

• Air Quality  

• Sensors and Wildfire Smoke  

• Climate Change  

• Grant Session  

• TEK 

• Radon and grant  

• QAPP issues 

• Tribal Sovereignty, climate change, air in tribal communities, methane 

• ITEP training 

• Implementation of air quality programs  

 
Q10 – What topics were missing? 

• Available future funding  

• Climate change issues experienced by others 

• More tribal case studies 

• Current funding opportunities 

• More PM monitoring  

• More native culture 

• Program audits 

• Air borne contaminants affecting/causing health problems 

• Emissions inventory 

• State/Tribal relations 

• Emission inventory guidance, how to jump start tribal support from tribal leaders and 
their importance in environmental issues 
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• Data and validation  

• Disbursement of information  

• CO2 Topics 

• Enforcement 
 

Q11 – What can we do to improve for next year?  
• Have frybread at the NTAA annual meeting 

• Ice breakers for each general session 

• Find ways for venders to be more involved in presentations, start the process early so 
we can offer a presentation or training  

• Seeing presentations that tell a story on the impact of climate change has on tribal 
lands and how people are dealing with the issue 

• Improve zoom interface and a virtual event POC for issues and questions 

• Less sessions that are 4 hours long 

• Breakout sessions bunched up on the last day 

• Zoom management  

• More science/study presentations  

• Less EPA leads 

• Have water on every table 

• Many of the presentations were the same  

• Eco café More time in group session  

• More time in the group sessions  

• The process after being accepted to present felt unorganized. Smoothing that 
process out will make things better  

• Keep it hybrid 

• Have tribes demonstrate costume and dance  

• Spacing out awards/ having stretch break  

• More field trips and activities  

• Keep the level of planning  

• More diversity 
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Q12 – Professional Development: Please indicate what type of opportunities 
are needed for your job. 

 
 

Q13 – Other: Please Specify  
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Q14 – Are you interested in presenting at a future NTFAQ, or do you know 
someone we should reach out to as a presenter or key note speaker? If so, 
please provide your name, the topic, and email so we can reach out to you?  
 

• Bob Kinsella, T640 hands on training (no email)  

• Lucite Valiere, Tribal DERA program Clean School Bus Program, email: 
valiere.lucita@epa.gov  

• Emma.ruppell@bishoppaiute.org  

• Layne Benton (no email) 

• Mille from Kivalina, Alaska (no email) 
 
 

Q13 – The RFP for the 2023 NTFAQ is now available. If you would like to submit 
a proposal to be our 2023 Host Tribe, please to reach out to J.Sokol@nau.edu  
 

• ctorres@viejas-nsn.gov  

• environmental@nunachiak.org   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:valiere.lucita@epa.gov
mailto:Emma.ruppell@bishoppaiute.org
mailto:J.Sokol@nau.edu
mailto:ctorres@viejas-nsn.gov
mailto:environmental@nunachiak.org
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APPENDIX D: Photos from 2022 National Tribal Forum on Air Quality  
 

 

 

 
 

View of the Arkansas River from the Muscogee Conference Center Hotel 

 

 
ITEP’s Sharlene Brown hosted the registration table.  
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The 2022 NTAA Executive Committee and supporting ITEP staff 

 

 
This year’s recipients of the Virgil Masayesva Award. Emma Ruppell, Bishop Paiute Tribe (left 

and Kris Ray, Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation. Special recognition was awarded 

to April Hathcoat from the Cherokee Nation (center). 
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The annual Breath of Fresh Air fun run and walk raised over $1100 for the Muscogee Nation 

Youth Service after the closing NTFAQ session. NTAA Director Andy Bessler was the first 

place finisher of this year’s fun run. 

 

 
NTAA Chairwoman Syndi Smallwood welcomed NTFAQ attendees at the opening ceremony.  
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Muscogee Nation’s Principle Chief David Hill welcomed NTFAQ attendees during the opening 

ceremony 

 

 
Muscogee Nation Color Guard at Opening Ceremonies for the 2022 NTFAQ 
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ITEP provided a warm welcome to NTFAQ attendees from NAU’s Ann Marie Chischilly the 

new Vice President for the Office of Native American Initiatives (ONAI) at Northern Arizona 

University (right) and ITEP’s Assistant Director Nikki Cooley (left).  

 

 
 

 

The NTFAQ Networking Session included  

tables for several air quality topics 

 for NTFAQ attendees to discuss topics from Climate Change, Air Monitors, and EPA Funding 
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(Left to Right) Members of the Muscogee Nation Youth Services presented their diverse and traditional skills to 

NTFAQ attendees. ITEP’s Events Coordinator Julie Sokol, Muscogee Nation’s Jennifer Reyer and ITEP 

videographer Amanda Kapp made a great support team to implement a successful in-person and virtual NTFAQ. 

One of the NTFAQ outings includes a visit to the Muscogee Nation Principal Chief and Second Chief’s office. 

NTAA’s informational table provided a great stop during the NTFAQ EcoCafe.  
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