
TOP STORIES 
 

Indian Country Today - Deb Haaland: 'Honored and ready to serve' 

 

The Hill - Haaland nomination generates excitement in Native American 

communities 

 

Nature - The latest on Biden’s science team: veteran regulator to be EPA head 

 

The Guardian - Air pollution a cause in girl's death, coroner rules in landmark case 

 

The Medium - Tribal Governance: What It Is and Why It Matters 

 

HEADLINES 
Ambient Air Quality/EPA/NTAA/Tribes 
 

The Spokesman-Review - Difference Makers: Twa-le Abrahamson-Swan is a 

‘modern-day warrior’ who has coordinated wildfire, pandemic relief on 

reservations  (Editor’s Note: Ms. Abrahamson-Swan served on the NTAA Executive 

Committee for several years) 

 

The Conversation – Wildfire smoke changes dramatically as it ages, and that 

matters for downwind air quality – here’s what we learned flying through smoke 

plumes 

 

Scientific American - Large Methane Leaks Reveal Long-Standing Shortfalls in 

Oversight 

 

Weather Channel - Moon’s Gravitational Forces Control Release of Methane Gas 

in Arctic Ocean, Finds Study 

 

U.S. EPA - EPA Issues Stronger Lead Regulations to Protect Children’s Health 

 

Nature - Can Joe Biden rebuild the ravaged US Environmental Protection Agency? 

 

Bloomberg - Republican Threatens ‘Brawl’ on Biden’s EPA, Interior Picks 

 

U.S. Government Accountability Office - Action Needed to Ensure EPA's 

Enforcement and Compliance Activities Support Its Strategic Goals 

https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/deb-haaland-honored-and-ready-to-serve-dm71B5kCrECDrbAJ88dSng
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/530756-haaland-nomination-generates-excitement-in-indian-county
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/530756-haaland-nomination-generates-excitement-in-indian-county
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-03485-w
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/dec/16/girls-death-contributed-to-by-air-pollution-coroner-rules-in-landmark-case
https://vallencook.medium.com/tribal-governance-what-it-is-and-why-it-matters-366d43f9468f
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/dec/22/difference-makers-twa-le-abrahamson-swan-is-a-mode/?fbclid=IwAR2d-7opZOX1k2Ldph_fZF7F2KkJJAuIAiIYHWM9nn3U35QUwljBdt39kj0
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/dec/22/difference-makers-twa-le-abrahamson-swan-is-a-mode/?fbclid=IwAR2d-7opZOX1k2Ldph_fZF7F2KkJJAuIAiIYHWM9nn3U35QUwljBdt39kj0
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/dec/22/difference-makers-twa-le-abrahamson-swan-is-a-mode/?fbclid=IwAR2d-7opZOX1k2Ldph_fZF7F2KkJJAuIAiIYHWM9nn3U35QUwljBdt39kj0
https://theconversation.com/wildfire-smoke-changes-dramatically-as-it-ages-and-that-matters-for-downwind-air-quality-heres-what-we-learned-flying-through-smoke-plumes-151671
https://theconversation.com/wildfire-smoke-changes-dramatically-as-it-ages-and-that-matters-for-downwind-air-quality-heres-what-we-learned-flying-through-smoke-plumes-151671
https://theconversation.com/wildfire-smoke-changes-dramatically-as-it-ages-and-that-matters-for-downwind-air-quality-heres-what-we-learned-flying-through-smoke-plumes-151671
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/large-methane-leaks-reveal-long-standing-shortfalls-in-oversight/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/large-methane-leaks-reveal-long-standing-shortfalls-in-oversight/
https://weather.com/en-IN/india/environment/news/2020-12-16-moon-control-release-of-methane-gas-in-arctic-ocean
https://weather.com/en-IN/india/environment/news/2020-12-16-moon-control-release-of-methane-gas-in-arctic-ocean
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-issues-stronger-lead-regulations-protect-childrens-health-0
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-03585-7
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-12-18/republican-threatens-brawl-over-biden-s-epa-interior-picks
https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-21-82
https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-21-82


 

The Hill - Trump officials wrongly awarded Alaska grant in bid to open Tongass 

forest to logging: watchdog 

 

WPDE News - Lumbee Tribe Recognition Act does not pass Senate 

 

Great Falls Tribune - Little Shell Tribe navigates new territory 1 year after gaining 

federal recognition status 

 

KPCW - New Study Shows Air Pollution Exposure with Lower Test Scores 

 

National Association of Clean Air Agencies – Washington Update 

 

Climate Change/Energy 
  

Axios - Breaking down the scale of Capitol Hill's climate and energy deal 

 

Politico - Trump takes aim at Covid stimulus bill, raising specter of veto 

 

The Hill - Biden assembles team to enact ambitious climate agenda 

 

Yale Climate Connections - Climate change alters a Louisiana tribe's way of life 

 

NY Times - Biden’s Twin Climate Chiefs, McCarthy and Kerry, Face a 

Monumental Task 

 

AP - Arizona migrant border deaths on track for record amid heat 

 

Climate Signals - Western Wildfire Season 2020 

 

Toxics/Mobile Sources 
 

NCPR - St. Regis Mohawk Tribe gets money for electric vehicles, thanks to 

Volkswagen 

 

Forbes - Taking A Look At Biden’s Climate Plan For Cars And Trucks 

 

NY Times – Biden pick Pete Buttigieg for transportation secretary  

 

Washington Post - Federal lead-pipe rule overhauled for first time in decades 

https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/530907-trump-wrongly-awarded-alaska-grant-in-bid-to-open-tongass-forest-to?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=103821199&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-96HECeJcUUkH8JRL3clQ_JQZixEG5jahKGyinca-Q4Zcj42JfTxYEIHnjh049jbDZSoLZxRsnjDdpQsG-toDW2hJV5Mw&utm_content=103821199&utm_source=hs_email
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/530907-trump-wrongly-awarded-alaska-grant-in-bid-to-open-tongass-forest-to?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=103821199&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-96HECeJcUUkH8JRL3clQ_JQZixEG5jahKGyinca-Q4Zcj42JfTxYEIHnjh049jbDZSoLZxRsnjDdpQsG-toDW2hJV5Mw&utm_content=103821199&utm_source=hs_email
https://wpde.com/news/local/lumbee-tribe-recognition-act-does-not-pass-senate
https://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/news/2020/12/20/one-year-anniversary-little-shell-tribe-montana-gain-federal-recognition/3957177001/
https://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/news/2020/12/20/one-year-anniversary-little-shell-tribe-montana-gain-federal-recognition/3957177001/
https://www.kpcw.org/post/new-study-shows-air-pollution-exposure-lower-test-scores#stream/0
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/WashingtonUpdate-2020-12-18.pdf
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/WashingtonUpdate-2020-12-18.pdf
https://www.axios.com/congress-climate-energy-stimulus-d797736f-3238-42e4-b250-1694c4b97f2e.html?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=104109244&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_E69734mbj9vMOcECv1pAhnQrxwXhgO9KuVrAzy41_VBSh2v0qIQgbhFT5ahiV4swrPwwu7yNzcL8nMLypL45DTyr7DQ&utm_content=104109244&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/12/22/trump-covid-stimulus-bill-450204?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=104109244&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--Smr3CsPtaJUVw9iSzPz8wDEBf8Qny4YBQP7IjuBnporEp8fsJjpoJwJSykitHUgNuMMLdAZpzGZtHWckwH9yNNDB3VA&utm_content=104109244&utm_source=hs_email
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/530938-biden-assembles-team-to-enact-ambitious-climate-agenda
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2020/12/climate-change-alters-a-louisiana-tribes-way-of-life/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/16/climate/gina-mccarthy-john-kerry-climate-adviser.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/16/climate/gina-mccarthy-john-kerry-climate-adviser.html
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-arizona-us-news-mexico-667795b8a69604445ecdb2c5cb3d8f9f?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=104109244&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9weATeuKW45voeBvS3HNy-BrGD-jZCo_kC8gr0EB0LdsTit1HW5pvJfn1J-Ywwc0YxUj-nZhXVEknp19uxAJgum8diVA&utm_content=104109244&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.climatesignals.org/events/western-wildfire-season-2020?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=104109244&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8meQkqeVJbWUfLh-LfzeevtRToXVLi_EoW7S-RCAnR8OfmUfAnX2bBhsszBmenjxi_D1yoHQWGY6MX5lZE0y-RbsJSKQ&utm_content=104109244&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42817/20201220/st-regis-mohawk-tribe-gets-money-for-electric-vehicles-thanks-to-volkswagen
https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42817/20201220/st-regis-mohawk-tribe-gets-money-for-electric-vehicles-thanks-to-volkswagen
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ianpalmer/2020/12/19/taking-a-look-at-bidens-climate-plan-for-cars-and-trucks/?sh=2edc68563af3
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/15/us/politics/biden-picks-pete-buttigieg-for-transportation-secretary.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2020/12/22/epa-lead-drinking-water/


 

NPR - Big Oil Evaded Regulation And Plastic Pellets Kept Spilling 

 
Indoor Air Quality 
 

The Guardian - Wood burners triple harmful indoor air pollution, study finds 

 

Air Quality News - Improving indoor air quality is key to stopping spread of 

Covid-19 

 

The Leader Call - Technology installed in Choctaws’ buildings to neutralize 

COVID-19 

 

Be sure to subscribe to EPA's IAQ Bulletins  
 

https://www.npr.org/2020/12/22/946716058/big-oil-evaded-regulation-and-plastic-pellets-kept-spilling?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=104109244&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_IypaRKdLfC3cGi2ykyP4B6V3mjYdY-bdtoq55qwnfS61SAD4RJ1P4411S3YIIVIirlhnQRoe-k9KsjH1ApW7L1mZNyQ&utm_content=104109244&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/dec/18/wood-burners-triple-harmful-indoor-air-pollution-study-finds
https://airqualitynews.com/2020/12/15/improving-indoor-air-quality-is-key-to-stopping-spread-of-covid-19/
https://airqualitynews.com/2020/12/15/improving-indoor-air-quality-is-key-to-stopping-spread-of-covid-19/
https://www.leader-call.com/news/local/technology-installed-in-choctaws-buildings-to-neutralize-covid-19/article_fba3ea0c-43ca-11eb-895c-470ebedf20f8.html
https://www.leader-call.com/news/local/technology-installed-in-choctaws-buildings-to-neutralize-covid-19/article_fba3ea0c-43ca-11eb-895c-470ebedf20f8.html
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USEPAIAQ/subscriber/new?category_id=USEPAIAQ_C1
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