
 
 

TOP STORIES 
On October 14, 2020, NTAA submitted a letter to the U.S. Department of 

Justice (DOJ) to comment on the Proposed Consent Decree Between the 

United States Environmental Protection Agency, the California Air Resources 

Board and Daimler-Chrysler to Settle Complaint for Civil Penalties and 

Injunctive Relief for Violations of the Clean Air Act, Civil Action No.: 1:20-cv-

2564 (D. D.C). NTAA’s comments urge better Tribal consultation by DOJ to 

provide better mitigation actions as part of the settlement. You can find the consent 

decree here. California’s Air Resources Board has filed a separate consent decree 

that applies only in California that can be found here. 

 

On October 19, 2020, NTAA commented on EPA’s proposed standards for 

greenhouse gas emissions for certain new commercial airplanes. The proposed 

standards would match the standards that were adopted by the International Civil 

Aviation Organization (ICAO) in 2017.  

 

USA Today—Ventilation and air filtration play a key role in preventing the spread 

of COVID-19 indoors 

 

Reuters—Eleven U.S. states urge EPA to toughen planned airplane emissions rules 

 

EPA—EPA Appoints New Members to the Science Advisory Board and 

Subcommittees  

 

The Hill—Shuffle of EPA's science advisers elevates those with industry tries 

 

E&E News - Emails reveal industry's revolving door at EPA air office 

 

HEADLINES 
Ambient Air Quality/EPA/NTAA/Tribes 
 

ProPublica - The EPA Refuses to Reduce Pollutants Linked to Coronavirus Deaths 

 

Pew Charitable Trust—Emissions Exposure May Increase COVID-19 Mortality 

 

The Hill—EPA may violate courts with new rule extending life of unlined coal ash 

ponds 

 

High Country News—The Alaska Native village of Kake defends their right to 

hunt 

 

The Hill—Trump reverses course, approving assistance for California wildfires 

https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.47/7vv.611.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/10.14.2020-NTAA-Cmmts-DOJ-Consent-Decree.Ref_.-No.-90521-11788.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/enrd/consent-decree/us-v-daimler-ag-and-mercedes-benz-usa-llc
https://www.justice.gov/enrd/consent-decree/us-v-daimler-ag-and-mercedes-benz-usa-llc
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2020-09/daimler-partial-ca-consent-decree.pdf
https://7vv.611.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/NTAA-Comment-Letter-on-Airplane-GHG-Standards.pdf
https://www.usatoday.com/in-depth/graphics/2020/10/18/improving-indoor-air-quality-prevent-covid-19/3566978001/
https://www.usatoday.com/in-depth/graphics/2020/10/18/improving-indoor-air-quality-prevent-covid-19/3566978001/
https://www.reuters.com/article/usa-airlines-emissions/11-u-s-states-urge-epa-to-toughen-planned-airplane-emissions-rules-idUSL1N2HA1T8
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-appoints-new-members-science-advisory-board-and-subcommittees-0#:~:text=WASHINGTON%20(October%2014%2C%202020),Beck%20as%20SAB%20Vice%2DChair.
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-appoints-new-members-science-advisory-board-and-subcommittees-0#:~:text=WASHINGTON%20(October%2014%2C%202020),Beck%20as%20SAB%20Vice%2DChair.
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/521044-shuffle-of-epas-science-advisors-elevates-those-with-industry-tries
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1063716417
https://www.propublica.org/article/the-epa-refuses-to-reduce-pollutants-linked-to-coronavirus-deaths
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2020/10/19/emissions-exposure-may-increase-covid-19-mortality
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/521409-epa-may-violate-courts-with-new-rule-extending-life-of-unlined-coal?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=97704437&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--oUooyUHRlV4FDKm1jg8Hkl58wlJ2c_bTXEd0qTeOxDhODgyzDs3szBI-3Ud4z9kDvmNEzxkRTHDOGF_CXUqdbpvjQDw&utm_content=97704437&utm_source=hs_email
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/521409-epa-may-violate-courts-with-new-rule-extending-life-of-unlined-coal?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=97704437&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--oUooyUHRlV4FDKm1jg8Hkl58wlJ2c_bTXEd0qTeOxDhODgyzDs3szBI-3Ud4z9kDvmNEzxkRTHDOGF_CXUqdbpvjQDw&utm_content=97704437&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.hcn.org/articles/indigenous-affairs-justice-the-alaska-native-village-of-kake-defends-their-right-to-hunt?fbclid=IwAR22PxFtQCsbfoj8NBrnTyrWCSlN9Tq1zJzq99v8u93WumboaCdYidrf3_0
https://www.hcn.org/articles/indigenous-affairs-justice-the-alaska-native-village-of-kake-defends-their-right-to-hunt?fbclid=IwAR22PxFtQCsbfoj8NBrnTyrWCSlN9Tq1zJzq99v8u93WumboaCdYidrf3_0
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/521468-trump-reverses-course-approving-assistance-for-california-wildfires


 
 

 

NBC News—Decades of mismanagement led to choked forests – now it’s time to 

clear them out, fire experts say 

 

The Hill—Judge Tosses land management plans after ousting Pendley from role 

 

Newsweek - Air Pollution Kills Almost Half a Million Babies Around the World 

 

KUPR—School Absences Linked To Air Pollution Have a High Cost 

 

Phys.org—Study reveals severe air pollution drives food delivery consumption and 

plastic waste 

 

Science Tech Daily—Significant Link Found Between Air Pollution and 

Neurological Disorders in U.S. 

 

National Association of Clean Air Agencies – Washington Update 

 

Climate Change/Energy 
 

Washington Post—China delivers diatribe against U.S. climate policies  

 

Gizmodo—Here Are 10 of the Best Climate Change Podcasts Out Right Now 

 

Indian Country Today—Alaska Natives divided on Arctic refuge drilling 

 

Indian Country Today—Latest discussions at the Alaska Federation of Natives 

convention focus on energy, national security and this year's census 

 

The Guardian—Alaska’s new climate threat: tsunamis linked to melting permafrost 

 

NPR—How Americans Feel About Climate Change and Disasters That Affect the 

U.S. 

 

Washington Post—Colorado wildfire erupts amid deepening drought, forcing 

evacuations in Boulder County 

 

Outside Online—The Environment Is Being Weaponized for Hate 

 

Smithsonian Mag—NOAA Predicts Droughts Gripping Nearly Half of Continental 

U.S. Will Intensify This Winter  

 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/decades-mismanagement-led-choked-forests-now-it-s-time-clear-n1243599?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=97704437&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_roKGthtIiJCyfeNnXUqMFHPQbtH5e5gNNCHpG6h-MY-8uj97GFnWisL8Ekz3VtMuqLXMytLBztKcJFCJCL4ykRiISxA&utm_content=97704437&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/decades-mismanagement-led-choked-forests-now-it-s-time-clear-n1243599?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=97704437&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_roKGthtIiJCyfeNnXUqMFHPQbtH5e5gNNCHpG6h-MY-8uj97GFnWisL8Ekz3VtMuqLXMytLBztKcJFCJCL4ykRiISxA&utm_content=97704437&utm_source=hs_email
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/521670-judge-tosses-blm-plans-after-ousting-pendley-from-role
https://www.newsweek.com/air-pollution-kills-almost-half-million-babies-around-world-1540900
https://www.upr.org/post/school-absences-linked-air-pollution-have-high-cost
https://phys.org/news/2020-10-reveals-severe-air-pollution-food.html
https://phys.org/news/2020-10-reveals-severe-air-pollution-food.html
https://scitechdaily.com/significant-link-found-between-air-pollution-and-neurological-disorders-in-u-s/
https://scitechdaily.com/significant-link-found-between-air-pollution-and-neurological-disorders-in-u-s/
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/WashingtonUpdate-2020-10-16.pdf
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/WashingtonUpdate-2020-10-16.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2020/10/19/china-delivers-diatribe-against-us-climate-policies/?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=97809605&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--hIan3MB2Tr6-05snv5ePnEerzPkODSOJ3mlAzKMTZQcSxtClxOEvVZS_5AjXPdNN6N5ADeepNHiKpJXE5qX54xeBteg&utm_content=97809605&utm_source=hs_email
https://earther.gizmodo.com/here-are-10-of-the-best-climate-change-podcasts-out-rig-1845397380?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=97704437&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--7DFdA3zPOI-gTKnBt1Pu3EU78tZNSg9eGJ1DnT6ZnjPhoGsL5_iCxePE1chKWQK7EgO1HpD8p7FdokZ8EPQCp7GjihA&utm_content=97704437&utm_source=hs_email
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/alaska-natives-divided-on-arctic-refuge-drilling-cvDLbk2lF0q-hHLMGrcktQ
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/we-must-be-bold-and-lead-without-fear-R4Wuez8-Y0GgczJoYmOINg
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/we-must-be-bold-and-lead-without-fear-R4Wuez8-Y0GgczJoYmOINg
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/oct/18/alaska-climate-change-tsunamis-melting-permafrost?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=97704437&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9M1jikfELv9FEWrCbbrFstqeX-GhLVs4v6LN3BPNGmqS3HDbmNm59-FrQCILj_lLUQm7XGxooBnktf96XvfT0q8qKqgA&utm_content=97704437&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.npr.org/2020/10/16/924648119/how-americans-feel-about-climate-change-and-disasters-that-affect-the-u-s?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=97704437&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--cJUbNGsiHQ7qlrUcuD8QMC7fZe_8kqzpvr5stEPaT_V_qdK5b1tbdVs-FB7iODqqy4SpPJm1yLJiSzmS49w4mCae8Rw&utm_content=97704437&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.npr.org/2020/10/16/924648119/how-americans-feel-about-climate-change-and-disasters-that-affect-the-u-s?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=97704437&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--cJUbNGsiHQ7qlrUcuD8QMC7fZe_8kqzpvr5stEPaT_V_qdK5b1tbdVs-FB7iODqqy4SpPJm1yLJiSzmS49w4mCae8Rw&utm_content=97704437&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2020/10/18/colorado-wildfire-boulder-calwood/?outputType=amp&utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=97704437&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9f4f48owaVy-Uo6Ygt2tlSSrvSsgOVEVFsJdjhy6kEzX9WT8f1Zz6mJjv2du77Xj9uijWji0zi-K19RfJvk22bPaOWlg&utm_content=97704437&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2020/10/18/colorado-wildfire-boulder-calwood/?outputType=amp&utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=97704437&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9f4f48owaVy-Uo6Ygt2tlSSrvSsgOVEVFsJdjhy6kEzX9WT8f1Zz6mJjv2du77Xj9uijWji0zi-K19RfJvk22bPaOWlg&utm_content=97704437&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.outsideonline.com/2401805/weaponizing-enivronment-hate?fbclid=IwAR2JYwr183XUsdWAMc6Uys2mGcfG5VJRgmnZD4LvoyGqjTVXUzSXhtqhxIM
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/noaa-predicts-droughts-gripping-nearly-half-continental-us-will-intensify-180976079/?fbclid=IwAR1EGkIEYMqqZl3kn-0ox59e3VwXUgqzAKZa2Nro4blUoRntcLFqW6eymUw
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/noaa-predicts-droughts-gripping-nearly-half-continental-us-will-intensify-180976079/?fbclid=IwAR1EGkIEYMqqZl3kn-0ox59e3VwXUgqzAKZa2Nro4blUoRntcLFqW6eymUw


 
 

Toxics/Mobile Sources 
 

Reuters - Researchers find elevated radiation near U.S. fracking sites 

 

New York Times—Oil Industry Turns to Mergers and Acquisitions to Survive 

 

Bloomberg—Conoco to Buy Concho for $9.7 Billion to Create Shale Giant 

 

Colorado Times Recorder—Oil & Gas Industry Groups’ Legal Filings Belie Their 

Companies’ Public Support of Methane Limits 

 

Public News Service—WV Land Polluted by Coal Mines Transforms into 

Recreational Area 

  

Indoor Air Quality 
 

USA Today—Ventilation and air filtration play a key role in preventing the spread 

of COVID-19 indoors 

 

Great Bend Tribune—October is Indoor Air Quality Awareness month 

 

EIN Presswire - Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) and Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 

Strategies for Covid-19 

 

Be sure to subscribe to EPA's IAQ Bulletins  

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-fracking-radiation/researchers-find-elevated-radiation-near-u-s-fracking-sites-idUSKBN26Y29U
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/19/business/energy-environment/conocophillips-concho-oil-merger.html?searchResultPosition=1&utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=97809605&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--WJvHn1qbVvdW6WXprhEOUO96izey6utUGg4kOuiF0UdjylhyQDo1mQUtHfQUSDGyYx8DFWdgmZAw_xf1ulaOF72L81Q&utm_content=97809605&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-10-19/conoco-to-buy-concho-for-9-7-billion-creating-permian-giant?sref=oUjKJw8m&utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=97809605&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--tj4urOjgKfExtjtb86Ne8EA0UTDbcrO_PH3GNMOmLruzSKo6VNyDrqTQKeiPUn29ypi75olAaPLotCGeSw1zVuX6ReQ&utm_content=97809605&utm_source=hs_email
https://coloradotimesrecorder.com/2020/10/oil-gas-industry-groups-legal-filings-belie-its-companies-public-support-of-methane-limits/31595/?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=97704437&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9wV97rYWTef9dA3y8jTp8M_pJwun12DXkK-VQ61Ptwm3nfv262eZO_RCWL-Ok7Ef7egQsy0Eismsazlwe7VvTolFMsiQ&utm_content=97704437&utm_source=hs_email
https://coloradotimesrecorder.com/2020/10/oil-gas-industry-groups-legal-filings-belie-its-companies-public-support-of-methane-limits/31595/?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=97704437&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9wV97rYWTef9dA3y8jTp8M_pJwun12DXkK-VQ61Ptwm3nfv262eZO_RCWL-Ok7Ef7egQsy0Eismsazlwe7VvTolFMsiQ&utm_content=97704437&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2020-10-16/environmental-justice/wv-land-polluted-by-coal-mines-transforms-into-recreation-area/a71811-1?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=97704437&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9OtIWo8LKUtPyZJKr5Oxd3YdzFT9KHNuo0p12W51R_ELZLm1dGx3JphC1mNcL9PY2hA0vOoaIdjHWeyhIVjUCl2cU3RQ&utm_content=97704437&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2020-10-16/environmental-justice/wv-land-polluted-by-coal-mines-transforms-into-recreation-area/a71811-1?utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=97704437&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9OtIWo8LKUtPyZJKr5Oxd3YdzFT9KHNuo0p12W51R_ELZLm1dGx3JphC1mNcL9PY2hA0vOoaIdjHWeyhIVjUCl2cU3RQ&utm_content=97704437&utm_source=hs_email
https://news.google.com/articles/CAIiEL7NXIbtDfihVT5pC87RuPYqGQgEKhAIACoHCAowjsP7CjCSpPQCMM_b5QU?hl=en-US&gl=US&ceid=US%3Aen
https://news.google.com/articles/CAIiEL7NXIbtDfihVT5pC87RuPYqGQgEKhAIACoHCAowjsP7CjCSpPQCMM_b5QU?hl=en-US&gl=US&ceid=US%3Aen
https://news.google.com/articles/CBMiT2h0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmdidHJpYnVuZS5jb20vbmV3cy9saWZlL29jdG9iZXItaW5kb29yLWFpci1xdWFsaXR5LWF3YXJlbmVzcy1tb250aC_SAQA?hl=en-US&gl=US&ceid=US%3Aen
https://www.einnews.com/pr_news/528511889/indoor-air-quality-iaq-and-integrated-pest-management-ipm-strategies-for-covid-19
https://www.einnews.com/pr_news/528511889/indoor-air-quality-iaq-and-integrated-pest-management-ipm-strategies-for-covid-19
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USEPAIAQ/subscriber/new?category_id=USEPAIAQ_C1

