
TOP STORIES 
  

NTAA is hosting the 2nd 

webinar in a series for Tribes to 

discuss IAQ Considerations to 

Assist Tribes in Re-Opening 

Tribal Buildings during 

COVID: No Silver Bullets, 

Practical Guidance and 

Messaging on Reopening Tribal 

Buildings on Thursday, 

September 17th at 3:30 ET.  

Click here to register. This 

2-hour webinar will include 

presentations by: 

 Dr. Richard Corsi, 

Dean of the Maseeh 

College of Engineering 

and Computer Science 

at Portland State 

University on the 

fundamentals of aerosol 

transport and Practical 

Layered Risk Reduction 

for indoor 

environments. 

 Drs. Andrew Persily 

and Lisa Ng of the 

National Institute of 

Standards and 

Technology (NIST) on Practical Guidance for Reopening Tribal 

Buildings on: 

o Building ventilation and filtration in the context of indoor 

aerosol exposure 

o Summary of Current HVAC Recommendations for Re-

Opening Buildings  

o Simulation of Controls for Reducing Aerosol Exposure in 

Educational Spaces  

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7423574165225027085


 April Hale of the National Indian Health Board (NIHB) on Messaging 

Guidance on Reopening to Different Tribal Audiences  

 There will also be time for discussion and questions with Gillian 

Mittelstaedt of Tribal Healthy Homes Network. Please contact 

Andy.bessler@nau.edu for more information. 

 

NTAA is partnering with the California Air Resources Board to host an 

informational webinar for Tribe on EPA's Proposed NAAQS Review of 

Ground Level Ozone on Tuesday, September 15, 2020 at 2 pm ET. 
  To register, listen in and view documents discussed on the webinar, click 

here.  

  This 1 ½ hour informational webinar is part of NTAA’s Policy Resource Kit 

to respond to EPA Proposed Updates to the NAAQS for Ground Level Ozone. On 

July 13, 2020, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) proposed to 

retain, without revision the primary and secondary ozone National Ambient Air 

Quality Standards (NAAQS). The standards, established in 2015, are currently set 

at 70 parts per billion (ppb), in terms of a 3-year average of the annual fourth-

highest daily maximum 8-hour average ozone concentrations. EPA’s proposal is 

based on its judgement that the current NAAQS protect the public health, including 

the health of at-risk populations with asthma, and protect the public welfare from 

adverse effects. This informational webinar will provide an overview of the 

NAAQS standards and review the comments being submitted to EPA by both 

NTAA and CARB. Comments are due into EPA by October 1, 2020. Contact 

andy.bessler@nau.edu for more information.  

 

The Young Turks - Oklahoma Governor Asked EPA to Strip Tribes of 

Environmental Authority 

 

McAlester News-Capital - Choctaw Nation forms McGirt task force 

 

Inside Climate News - What Has Trump Done to Alaska? Not as Much as He 

Wanted To 

 

HEADLINES 
Ambient Air Quality/EPA/NTAA/Tribes 
 

Inside Climate News - The Fires May be in California, but the Smoke, and its 

Health Effects, Travel across the Country 
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High Country News—The Navajo Nation and White Mountain Apache Tribe 

chase down a virus  

 

The Hill - Court finds EPA skirted air laws with 'pernicious loophole' 

 

The Hill - 21 states sue White House over rollback of bedrock environmental law 

 

E&E News - EPA's provocative enforcement chief finds 'few friends' 

 

Bloomberg Law - ‘Decolonization’ Group Alleges Racial Bias at EPA Field Office 

 

Indian Country Today - Students shape Wind River virtual tour 

 

Wausau Pilot and Review - Wisconsin employs new ozone monitoring techniques 

 

EPA – Region 19 Tribal Newsletter 

 

National Association of Clean Air Agencies – Washington Update 

 

Climate Change/Energy 
 

Scientific American - What Climate Change Does to the Human Body 

 

NPR - Everything Is Unprecedented. Welcome to Your Hotter Earth 

 

CBS News - Climate change may make extreme hurricane rainfall 5 times more 

likely, study says 

 

Axios - How climate change feeds off itself and gets even worse 

 

Indian Country Today - Tribes, lawmakers seek pause on New Mexico drilling 

plan 

 

New Mexico Political Report - BIA: Navajo members can ‘work around’ 

connectivity issues to participate in online forum on oil and gas development 

 

Toxics/Mobile Sources 
 

California Air Resources Board - California adopts strong new regulation to further 

reduce smog-forming pollution from heavy-duty diesel trucks 
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Green Car Congress - CARB approves Heavy-Duty Low NOx Omnibus 

Regulation; to cut NOx 90% 

 

NPR - Millions of Pounds of Extra Pollution Were Released Before Hurricane 

Laura's Landfall 

 

Bloomberg Green - Air Monitors Disabled on Gulf Coast as Storm Unleashes 

Pollution 

 

The Hill - Court for second time strikes down Trump admin rollback of automaker 

penalties 

 

Indoor Air Quality 
 

Tucson Citizen - $100 million in CARES Act funding to support Native American 

Tribes 

 

Global News Wire - Cleaning the Air and the Fight against COVID: New Research 

Shows How to Make the Indoors Safer 

 

Reporter Newspapers - HVAC systems are next battleground in the COVID-19 

fight 

 

The Cooperator - Securing Air Quality in the COVID-19 Era 

 

Be sure to subscribe to EPA's IAQ Bulletins  
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