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TOP STORIES 
NTAA has published a Tribal Template Letter for Tribes to respond to EPA’s 

proposed amendment to the National Standards of Performance for New 

Residential Wood Heaters, New Residential Hydronic Heaters and Forced-Air 

Furnaces. While the 2015 NSPS would have required retailers to stop selling Step 

One wood heaters, due to the nation-wide spread of the COVID-19 virus, the 

proposed amendments, if finalized, would provide retailers more time to sell Step 

1-certified residential wood heating devices. Tribes can use NTAA’s template 

letter to respond by the comment period deadline of July 6, 2020. More 

information can be found on EPA’s website here.  

NTAA has published a Policy Resource Kit (PRK) on EPA’s proposed rule 

titled, “Increasing Consistency in Considering Benefits and Costs in the Clean 

Air Act Rulemaking Process.”  

This proposal was published in the Federal Register on June 11, 2020. This proposed 

rule applies specifically to Benefit/Cost Analyses (BCA) for future regulations under 

the Clean Air Act (CAA). The PRK includes a fact sheet and a template letter will 

https://www.ntaatribalair.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/2020-7-1-NTAA-Tribal-Template-Letter-on-Wood-Stove-Extension-Proposal.doc
https://www.epa.gov/residential-wood-heaters/proposed-amendments-new-source-performance-standards-residential-wood-0
https://www.ntaatribalair.org/policy-resource-kits/#CurrentNTAAPolicyResourceKits
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/06/11/2020-12535/increasing-consistency-and-transparency-in-considering-benefits-and-costs-in-the-clean-air-act


3 
 

be released in the coming weeks. The deadline for comments being July 27, 2020. 

Comments should be identified by Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2020-00044 and 

should be submitted online at https://www.regulations.gov/.   

 

HEADLINES 
Ambient Air Quality/EPA/NTAA/Tribes 
 

EPA—EPA’s Methane Challenge Partners Are Leading the Oil and Gas Industry 

in Efficiency and Emissions Reductions 

 

The Hill - EPA to end policy suspending pollution monitoring by end of summer 

 

Gizmodo—The Lie Behind Plastic Pollution Is That We’re Responsible 

 

Native Sun News Today—Tribes obtain another court order for delayed 

coronavirus relief 

 

Stanford News - Stanford researchers reveal air pollution’s connection to infant 

mortality 

 

Electrek - Air pollution causes premature death — definitive new Harvard study 

 

Common Dreams—‘Disgraceful’: Photos Surface of Former Gov in Imitative 

Native American Dress 

 

Yes! Magazine—The U.S. Has Always Exploited Immigrants During Pandemics 

 

Native News Online—Federal District Judge Rules Alaska Native Corporations 

Eligible for CARES Act Funds 

 

Colorlines—Advocates Respond to Federal Judge Ordering ICE to Release 

Detained Children Amid Pandemic 

 

NPR—Saharan Dust Cloud Arrives At the U.S. Gulf Coast, Bringing Haze 

 

EPA—Final – Risk and Technology Review Amendments to Air Toxics Standards 

for Iron and Steep Foundries  

 

The Hill Op-ED—EPA must consider COVID-19 when setting air pollutant 

standards 

 

https://www.regulations.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epas-methane-challenge-partners-are-leading-oil-and-gas-industry-efficiency-and#:~:text=and%20Radiation%20(OAR)-,EPA's%20Methane%20Challenge%20Partners%20Are%20Leading%20the%20Oil%20and,in%20Efficiency%20and%20Emissions%20Reductions&text=The%20Methane%20Challenge%20Program%20provides,by%20EPA%20for%20their%20achievements.
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epas-methane-challenge-partners-are-leading-oil-and-gas-industry-efficiency-and#:~:text=and%20Radiation%20(OAR)-,EPA's%20Methane%20Challenge%20Partners%20Are%20Leading%20the%20Oil%20and,in%20Efficiency%20and%20Emissions%20Reductions&text=The%20Methane%20Challenge%20Program%20provides,by%20EPA%20for%20their%20achievements.
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/505320-epa-to-end-policy-suspending-pollution-monitoring-by-end-of-summer
https://earther.gizmodo.com/the-lie-behind-plastic-pollution-is-that-we-re-responsi-1844181198
https://www.indianz.com/News/2020/06/26/native-sun-news-today-tribes-obtain-anot.asp
https://www.indianz.com/News/2020/06/26/native-sun-news-today-tribes-obtain-anot.asp
https://news.stanford.edu/2020/06/29/air-pollutions-connection-infant-mortality/
https://news.stanford.edu/2020/06/29/air-pollutions-connection-infant-mortality/
https://electrek.co/2020/06/29/air-pollution-premature-death-harvard-study/
https://www.indianz.com/News/2020/06/29/common-dreams-dropouthickenlooper-say-in.asp
https://www.indianz.com/News/2020/06/29/common-dreams-dropouthickenlooper-say-in.asp
https://www.yesmagazine.org/opinion/2020/06/24/coronavirus-pandemic-immigrants-history/
https://nativenewsonline.net/currents/federal-district-judge-rules-alaska-native-corporations-eligible-for-cares-act-funds/
https://nativenewsonline.net/currents/federal-district-judge-rules-alaska-native-corporations-eligible-for-cares-act-funds/
https://www.colorlines.com/articles/advocates-respond-federal-judge-ordering-ice-release-detained-children-amid-pandemic
https://www.colorlines.com/articles/advocates-respond-federal-judge-ordering-ice-release-detained-children-amid-pandemic
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/25/883555736/saharan-dust-cloud-arrives-at-the-u-s-gulf-coast-bringing-the-haze
https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-pollution/final-risk-and-technology-review-amendments-air-toxics-standards
https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-pollution/final-risk-and-technology-review-amendments-air-toxics-standards
https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/504908-epa-must-consider-covid-19-when-setting-air-pollutant-standards
https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/504908-epa-must-consider-covid-19-when-setting-air-pollutant-standards
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Alaska Public Media—Federal Agency Tells Employees ‘No Reference To 

Anything COVID Related’ 

 

National Association of Clean Air Agencies – Washington Update 

 

Climate Change/Energy 
 

US House Climate Crisis Committee - Select Committee Democrats Release 

‘Solving The Climate Crisis’, A Congressional Roadmap for Ambitious Climate 

Action 

 

CarbonBrief—Analysis: China’s CO2 emissions surged past pre-coronavirus levels 

in May 

 

New York Times—Democrats Detail a Climate Agenda Tying Environment to 

Racial Justice 

 

Colorlines—STUDY: Climate Change Is Contributing to Negative Pregnancy 

Outcomes for Black Babies 

 

Climatewire—How 2 nuns helped Southern Co. wake up to climate 

 

Ensia—Can the forests of the world’s oceans contribute to alleviating the climate 

crisis? 

 

NY Times—Even the South Pole Is Warming, and Quickly, Scientists Say 

 

Arizona Daily Sun - Flagstaff City Council declares climate emergency during 

pandemic 

 

Toxics/Mobile Sources 
 

Energywire—‘Google of oil and gas’ files for bankruptcy  

 

NPR—California Passes Landmark Rule Mandating Electric Trucks 

 

Indoor Air Quality 
 

Indianz.com—COVID-19 in Indian Country, Indian Health Service (Department 

of Health and Human Services 

 

Be sure to subscribe to EPA's IAQ Bulletins  

https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/06/26/883990032/federal-agency-tells-employees-no-reference-to-anything-covid-related
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/06/26/883990032/federal-agency-tells-employees-no-reference-to-anything-covid-related
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/062620wklyupdate.pdf
https://climatecrisis.house.gov/news/press-releases/climate-plan-press-release
https://climatecrisis.house.gov/news/press-releases/climate-plan-press-release
https://climatecrisis.house.gov/news/press-releases/climate-plan-press-release
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-chinas-co2-emissions-surged-past-pre-coronavirus-levels-in-may
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-chinas-co2-emissions-surged-past-pre-coronavirus-levels-in-may
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/29/climate/house-democrats-climate-plan.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/29/climate/house-democrats-climate-plan.html
https://www.colorlines.com/articles/study-climate-change-contributing-negative-pregnancy-outcomes-black-babies
https://www.colorlines.com/articles/study-climate-change-contributing-negative-pregnancy-outcomes-black-babies
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1063472143
https://ensia.com/features/kelp-carbon-sequestration-climate-mitigation/
https://ensia.com/features/kelp-carbon-sequestration-climate-mitigation/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/29/climate/south-pole-warming-climate-change.html
https://azdailysun.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/flagstaff-city-council-declares-climate-emergency-during-pandemic/article_66cdd95e-f699-5a06-b6fc-670599d1f1ff.html
https://azdailysun.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/flagstaff-city-council-declares-climate-emergency-during-pandemic/article_66cdd95e-f699-5a06-b6fc-670599d1f1ff.html
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1063472125
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/26/883634480/californias-landmark-electric-truck-rule-targets-diesel-death-zone
https://www.indianz.com/covid19/?p=6747
https://www.indianz.com/covid19/?p=6747
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USEPAIAQ/subscriber/new?category_id=USEPAIAQ_C1
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